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Myanmar treatment of the Rohinya is a violation of international law
Introduction
The Rohinya are minority Muslims that live in Myanmar. They are on record for being the world’s most persecuted by the Burmese government over a long period of time (Thomas, 2011). Treatment of the Rohinya by this government is proved to be occasioned on a false premise that the Rohinya are illegal migrants from Bangladesh (Weissbrodt, 2008). Consequently, the said government violates citizenship rights of this group of persons in addition to their right of accessing government services. Actualization of the violations has been reinforced through development of oppressive policies against the Rohinya such as rendering the minority group as stateless under the Burma’s citizenship law of 1982 (Weissbrodt, 2008). A number of right violation actions against the Muslim minority has led to the violation of international human rights laws such as The Universal declaration of Human rights, international treaties that forbid discrimination of any human on the basis of race or religion as well as the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
General thesis
International human rights law recognizes that human rights are inherent, indivisible and inalienable (In Walton-Roberts & In Howard-Hassmann, 2015). These rights include right to life, liberty, health, and freedom from slavery, freedom of speech and expression, freedom of association, freedom of worship and religion, right to education and right to participate in political activities. These rights are classified as political, economic and social. In this regard, no person or government can take away these rights. Instead, governments have been obligated to ensure that human rights are protected and promoted (Thomas, 2011). Some of the mechanisms involved furthering human rights is national governments entering into regional and international treaties that lay out mechanisms for protecting these rights. 
Widespread racism in Arakan State catalyzed horrific violence in June 2012 between the Rohinya and the domineering Theravada Budhist Rakhine (Weissbrodt, 2008). In this event, what had initially started as communal violence rapidly grew into organized and systematic against the Rohinya (Weissbrodt, 2008). This has resulted into numerous human right violations such as beatings, beheadings, shootings and stabbings. Families have also been displaced and the vast majority that are at the receiving end are the Rohinya (In Walton-Roberts & In Howard-Hassmann, 2015). To emphasize racism matted against the Rohinya, the state-run press uses the term ‘locals’ and ‘Bengalis’ for purposes of distinguishing the Rohinya from the Arakan (Thomas, 2011). This action violates the provision of international law that prohibits discrimination of anyone on the basis of race, sex, gender religion (Weissbrodt, 2008). 
Studies reveal that for a long time the Rohinya’s relationship with the Bangladesh can be described as Fraught. This is evidenced from Operation Nagamin that caused over 200,000 Rohinya to flee destruction of mosques, killings, rampant rape incidences, and other religious based prosecution (Weissbrodt, 2008). The Rohinya are said to have fled to Bangladesh during this calamity (In Walton-Roberts & In Howard-Hassmann, 2015). Upon reaching Bangladesh, the hosting government withheld food aid to the refugees as a strategy of coercing the Rohinya to get back to where they had come from (Thomas, 2011). According to Weissbrodt (2008), more than 12,000 Rohinya died of hunger pangs. To add pain to devastation from losing lived ones, Thomas (2011) states that the Rohinya who survived were forcibly repatriated to Burma.  The same incident is said to have happened earlier in the 1990s when the Rohinya who had fled to Bangladesh reported summary executions, forced labor, rape and torture under the Burmese military regime (Thomas, 2011). Having examined all these incidences, the UN described the security operations around the Rohinya as crimes against humanity. 
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